Broads Forum

16 July 2009 

Agenda Item No 5(iii)

Flood Risk Issues for the Broads and the Option of a Tidal Barrier

Report by Director of Conservation and Countryside Management 
	Summary: 
The Environment Agency will provide some updates on flood risk policy, the latest climate change predictions and an overview of some ways forward.  This will be followed by a discussion on what further engagement is required to move forward on these issues 


1.
There has been little active consideration of a tidal barrier since the last detailed work was ‘parked’ well over a decade ago. In exploring the value of re-invigorating this work the contribution and effectiveness of a tidal barrier (on the Yare or elsewhere) needs to be considered in the context of the understanding about the current and future flood risk for the Broads from both the sea and from rain coming down the rivers. Therefore we have asked Steve Hayman of the Environment Agency to update the Forum on three main areas before we start the discussion.  These will be:
· UK climate projections 2009 – recently released and giving more detailed information at the regional level

· Environment Agency’s Investment Strategy and Flooding in England report

· First review of the Kelling to Lowestoft  Ness Shoreline Management Plan
This will lead into consideration of stakeholder engagement on medium term options for managing flood risk in the Broads which will include the provision of tidal barriers. 
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